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SOUTHERN SANDOVAL COUNTY ARROYO FLOOD CONTROL AUTHORITY 
 

RFP# 2026-01 – Professional Planning Services – SSCAFCA Land Management and 

Quality of Life Manual 

ADDENDUM #1 
 

February 12, 2026 
 

This Addendum consists of the addition of Appendix D, consisting of two (2) pages and attached below. 

Offerors shall acknowledge receipt of this addendum on the proposal. Failure to acknowledge this 

Addendum by any Offeror will render the proposal non-responsive. 

All other provisions of the RFP 2026-01 shall remain unchanged.  This Addendum is hereby made a part 

of the RFP to the same extent as those provisions contained in the originals. 

End of Addendum 



APPENDIX D 

 

Open Space Definition: Open Space, whether or not is has been dedicated, in areas 
within SSCAFCA’s jurisdiction is defined as lands strategically preserved to maintain 
and enhance the region's ecological integrity, drainage function, cultural heritage, scenic 
beauty, and/or sustainable community development. These lands may encompass, 
arroyo and floodplain systems, riparian ecosystems, xeric and desert habitats, scenic 
viewsheds water resource protection areas, cultural and historical sites,  and/or 
managed recreational areas. This definition is only applicable to lands owned or 
operated by SSCAFCA. By recognizing the unique characteristics and challenges of 
arid open spaces, we can work toward preserving these vital areas to the greatest 
extent possible for future generations with a focus toward the conservation and 
sustainable management of SSCAFCA’s open spaces.  

 

Supporting definitions for Open Space: 
 

Arroyo and Floodplain Systems:  Includes natural or naturalistic arroyos, associated buffer 

zones (LEE lines), and floodplains. These systems provide stormwater drainage, and wildlife 

corridors.  

 

Riparian Ecosystems:  SSCAFCA protects the vital riparian habitat along Natural and 

Naturalistic Arroyo’s and the Rio Grande, by safeguarding water quality, and supporting diverse 

plant and animal life. 

 

Xeric and Desert Habitats:  Conserving the unique native plant and animal communities 

adapted to the region's arid conditions, including mesas, grasslands, and desert scrublands. 

 

Scenic Viewsheds:  Preserving the panoramic views of mesas, mountains, and the Rio Grande 

Valley, which contributes to the region's aesthetic values and quality of life. 

Water Resource Protection Areas:  Safeguarding watersheds, aquifer recharge zones as in 

arroyo natural bottoms et al, and areas critical for water quality and quantity, recognizing the 

region's limited water resources. 

 

Cultural and Historical Sites:  Protecting archaeological sites, traditional cultural landscapes, 

and historical features. 

 

Managed Recreational Areas:  Providing opportunities for low-impact recreation, such as 

hiking, biking, equestrian, and nature observation, while minimizing environmental impact. 

 

Urban Open Space:  Providing areas that provide separation of urban development, and wildlife 

corridors within urbanized areas. 

 

Arroyo classification definitions: 

 



Natural Arroyo -A SSCAFCA-owned waterway, primarily located in xeric or desert 

environments, that conveys surface water only during precipitation events and provides the  

primary drainage for its watershed. It is characterized by a channel shaped predominantly by 

natural processes and is free from development, Upstream Flow and Channel Modifications. 

Furthermore, a buffer zone, being SSCAFCA defined LEE lines, which is measured from the 

arroyo banks, is free from development. 

 

Naturalistic Arroyo – A waterway that conveys ephemeral stormwater flows that has been 

impacted by development and has limited channel modifications to limit lateral and vertical 

erosion. Improvements in Naturalistic Arroyos shall be aesthetically similar to natural systems 

and contextual to the surrounding environment to the greatest extent practicable. 

 

Natural and Naturalistic Arroyos provide many benefits and services including infiltrating storm 

water, groundwater recharge, natural flood control, wildlife habitat/corridors and biodiversity, 

and passive recreation (trails, viewsheds, wildlife viewing) opportunities. 

 

Associated Definitions -  

Upstream flow modifications: The natural flow of water been altered by urbanization, 

including  dams, diversions, channelization upstream, introduction of urbanized flows upstream 

of any arroyo segment, or interruption of natural sediment transport. 

 

Development: The land adjacent to the arroyo been  paved, built upon, or otherwise modified in 

a way that alters hydrology, morphology or ecology of any segment of the arroyo. 

 

Channel modifications: Any alterations made to an arroyo from its native or urban stormwater 

impacted configuration. Alterations may include bank lining (concrete or rock), realignment, 

grade control structures, constructed stormwater connections, fully lined sections or arroyo, 

roadway crossings, or any other changes made to an arroyo.  

LEE Lines: the area adjacent to unlined or natural arroyos or drainage ways that has the 

potential to be disturbed by erosion, scour, or lateral migration caused by storms up to and 

including the 100-year storm. 

 

Pollution: Manmade substances, discharged to an arroyo in a significant enough volume to 

alter, or potentially alter the chemistry of stormwater as it flows through an arroyo or channel or 

causes significant impact on the soils in the arroyo. 

 

Vegetation alteration: The removal or replacement of natural vegetation along an arroyo 

corridor 
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